
S A M S  C A L E N D A R  O F  

E V E N T S  

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 

Please note the different guidelines between the criteria 

for SAMS Honor Roll and Academic Excellence Awards 

Report Cards  & Progress Reports 

 Report cards will be posted four times during 
the school year. In addition to report cards, 
student progress reports will be accessible to 
be reviewed by parents. Report cards and 
progress reports are available through Esem-
bler. Report cards and progress reports will 
be printed for those parents who are unable 
to access Esembler. 

Parent/teacher conferences may be requested by 
parents or teachers throughout the school year if 
a student is having academic difficulty. Final re-
port cards will be printed for all students and 
available for pick up in the Middle School office 
after June 5th, remaining report cards will be 
mailed home June 19th. 
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S A M S  N E W S L E T T E R  

Honor Roll 

 Regarding the Middle School Honor Roll 
students who earn a Grade Point Average 
(GPA) of 85-93 will achieve the Honor 
Roll.  Students who earn 94-100 GPA will 
achieve High Honors.  The GPA is not 
rounded. 

 

 

 

Academic Excellence  

Awards 
Regarding the Academic Excellence Awards, 
the student’s qualification will also include all 
grades earned during the first 3 MPs and up to 
the 4th MP progress report.    

Please note, students who have a grade 
below 80 percent in any class will not 
qualify for the Academic Excellence 

Awards regardless of their GPA. 

If you’re interested in receiving school news via email, please email me at jbohle@seal-pa.org 
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Parents are invited to SAMS 09-10 school year Open House / Curriculum Night.  The POD teachers will 

explain their curriculum to their parents starting at 6:30 – 7:45.   

- The A & B Teams will be meeting together in POD 1. Parents will follow their student’s schedule rotating 

every 15 minutes. 

-The F Team will be meeting in POD 2 and will be running a special schedule (large group). 

-The E Team will be meeting in POD 3 and will be running a special schedule (large group). 

-The D Team will be meeting in the cafeteria and will be running a special schedule (large group). 

-The C Team will be meeting in A105 (LGI) and will be running a special schedule (large group). 

At 7:50, Health, Physical Education, Art, Tech Ed, Family  & Consumer Science, Music, Band, Chorus  will 

be presenting their curriculum in the auditorium.  

-The Learning  Support Teachers will be available any time during the night. 

Open House / Curriculum Night  9/8 SAMS Fees 

There is a small  Unified Arts fee 

collected  yearly to off set the cost 

of materials.  We will be collecting  

this fee at the beginning of  the 

year. Fees should be paid at the 

main office by September 25th.   

We will be introducing a new program at SAMS this school year which is called “Seals of Excellence”.  This 

program is a Positive Behavioral Support Program that places an emphasis on encouraging and rewarding 

students who exhibit responsible, respectful, and safe behaviors and attitudes towards their peers and 

adults alike. The program is coordinated through the Assistant Principal’s office. After students receive 

and submit their card to the main office, the “Proudly Announcing” cards will be mailed to each student’s 

home to inform you, the parent/guardian, of the positive actions your son/daughter is exhibiting here at 

SAMS. 

Seals of Excellence Program 

 September 
7 No School 

8 School Board Meeting 

8 MS Open House 

16 MS Picture Day 

21 School Board Meeting 

22 MS PTSO Meeting 

29  
.     

 United Way Discussion on 
Gang Violence 5:30  

 October 
2 Progress Report  



Pupils who have been absent from school 
are required to bring in a signed excuse 
to school immediately upon returning 
after the absence. This excuse is to con-
tain the following:  1) dates of absence; 2) 
reason for the absence; 3) signature of 
parent or guardian.  Whenever possible, 
an excuse from the doctor should be 
presented.  All excuses are to be pre-
sented to the Main Office. 

 Parent’s are required to sub-
mit a written explanation for a legal 
absence of  their child within five (5) 
school days from the date of the 
child’s return to school.  Failure on 
the parent’s part to provide such 
a written explanation, or the child 
to present such an excuse, will 
result in the absence being re-
corded as illegal.  Excuses turned 
in after five (5) days cannot be 
changed from illegal to excused. 

T A R D I N E S S  T O  S C H O O L  
Students, who are reported to the of-
fice for tardiness, whether it is before 
roll call or for lateness to class, will be 
recorded.  A student, who is late for 
school or first period beyond the third 
offense, and subsequent offenses, will 
be subject to disciplinary action. 
 

Homework Assignments for                    
Students When Absent 

SET UP AN ESEMBLER ACCOUNT: 
Log on to the SAMS web page for di-
rections on how to set up your per-
sonal account. 
 
HOMEWORK HOT LINE:  Students 
need to  call the following number after 
school hours for information regarding 
homework. 

372-2250  
and follow the directions. 

 If books are needed, a family 
member may come to the school for 
them. 
Additionally, UPON REQUEST TO 
THE MAIN OFFICE (372-2250), work-
sheets, packets, or other materials/
assignments that are not provided by 
the hotline, will be gathered for a 

member of the student’s family to 

pick up at the end of the school day.     

   

 T R U A N C Y  F R O M  S C H O O L  
Unlawful absence from school is unac-
ceptable and illegal.  Unlawful absences 
constitute a criminal offense under the 
Compulsory School Attendance Laws.  
The penalty for this type of violation is a 
fine and/or imprisonment to those who 
fail to comply. 
Fines for unlawful absences have 
recently been increased to $300.00 
PLUS court costs.  In addition, stu-
dents may lose their driving permits/
license. 
Any excuse, which is not presented 
within five days upon returning to 
school, will be considered unlawful 
and will constitute a truancy violation. 
 
 

Educational Trips,  

N O T  S C H O O L  S P O N S O R E D  
 Pupils may be excused from 
school attendance to participate in an 
educational trip. This requires the com-
pletion of the form “Request for Excused 
Absence from School for a Preplanned 
Educational Tour or Trip”.   The form is 
available in the Main Office.  The form is 
to be completed at least TEN SCHOOL 
DAYS in advance of the tour or trip.  
Failure to do so may result in these days 
being unexcused absences. 
  
 
 
 
 

Attendance 

Please note that any excuses submitted after 10:00 AM will not be 

recorded until the following school day. This will particularly affect parents 

using eSembler to follow their students attendance. 

Parent’s are required 

to submit a written 

explanation for a 

legal absence of  

their child within five 

(5) school days from 

the date of the child’s 

return to school.  
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TRACK YOUR 
STUDENTS 
PROGRESS BY 
SETTING UP AN 
ESEMBLER 
ACCOUNT: 
 
Log on to the SAMS 
web page 
(www.seal-pa.org) 
for directions on how 
to set up your 

personal account. 
 
HOMEWORK HOT 
LINE:  Students 
need to  call the 
following number 
after school hours 
for information 
regarding 
homework. 
372-2250  
and follow the 
directions. 



1. Understand the expertise and responsibilities of your child’s school counselor. School counselors make a measurable im-

pact in every student’s life, assisting with academic, career and personal/social development.  Professional school counselors are 

trained in both educating and counseling, allowing them to function as a facilitator between parents, teachers and the student in mat-

ters concerning the student’s goals, abilities and any areas needing improvement. School counselors provide services not only to stu-

dents in need, but to all students. 

 

2. Meet or contact your child’s school counselor at least three times per school year. The beginning of a school year is an ex-

cellent opportunity to initiate contact with your child’s school counselor and doing so can ensure your child’s positive school experi-

ence. Find out who the counselor is and what his or her experience and background are.  By communicating with one another at the 

beginning, middle, and end of the school year, parents and counselors can have a definite impact on a child’s success. 

 

3. Discuss your child’s challenges and concerns with the school counselor. As a parent, you know your child best.  However, 

the school counselor can help you better understand your child as a student.  It’s important to encourage your child’s expression of 

needs, hopes and frustrations.  School counselors are trained to help your children.   

 

4. Learn about your child’s school and social connections from the school counselor. When you need information or assis-

tance, your child’s school counselor can help you get in touch with the appropriate school officials; learn about school policies on be-

havior, attendance, and dress; know the school calendar of important dates and stay connected with the school in many other ways. 

The school counselor can also help you locate resources in the community when you need them. 

 

5. Work with the school counselor to identify resources and find solutions to problems. If your child is having a problem at 

school, it is important to work with your child’s school counselor to find solutions.  Discuss resources available within and outside of 

the school, and get information on how such programs can benefit your child.  Your school counselor can be a valuable partner in 

your child’s education and preparation for life beyond school. 

 

Suggested Web Sites 

Kids Health: Going back to school for kids 

http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/school/back_to_school.html 

Firstgov.gov: Back to School 

http://www.firstgov.gov/Topics/Back_to_School.shtml 

National Safety Council: Back to School Safety Tips 

http://www.nsc.org/mem/youth/8_school.htm 

Back -to -School Tips  
Connecting with Your Child’s School Counselor for a Successful Year 

American School Counselor Association 

http://www.schoolcounselor.org/content.asp?pl=327&sl=419&contentid=419 
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The students and staff of the autistic support classroom are looking for student volunteers for our 2009-

2010 Peer Pals Program here at SAMS. The Peer Pals Program allows the middle school students the 

opportunity to volunteer in the autistic support classroom during flex periods and also interact with the 

students during lunch in the cafeteria. While volunteering in the AS room you might help the students 

with their schoolwork, assist them with special projects, play games, join them in PE class, or simply visit 

with the students and be a friend. 

 

 Students with autism benefit greatly from daily exposure to age appropriate social models. You can also 

benefit from the interactions with our students by developing an understanding and appreciation of people with special needs who are differ-

ent from you within the SAMS community. You will find the experience to be very rewarding and fun!   

 

If you would like to be a Peer Pal this year please pick up a volunteer form in the cafeteria during lunch. In order to get the program running 

soon, the completed forms need to be returned to the office by Tuesday, September 15, 2009. We look forward to meeting you soon.  

Peer Pals 

http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/school/back_to_school.html
http://www.firstgov.gov/Topics/Back_to_School.shtml
http://www.nsc.org/mem/youth/8_school.htm
http://www.schoolcounselor.org/content.asp?pl=327&sl=419&contentid=419
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Children+With+Autism
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Children+With+Autism


Selinsgrove Area Middle School 

401 N 18th Street 

Selinsgrove PA 17870 

Phone: 570-372-2250 

Fax: 570-372-2251 

E-mail: jbohle@seal-pa.org 

Our school community will seek to encourage and support a     

climate of acceptance and the celebration of individuality.  The    

atmosphere will be one of trust, mutual respect, safety, and       

responsibility.  Our environment will promote equally the emo-

tional and academic development of all.  These  ideals will      

empower each member of the community to defend and nurture 

one another.  

S A M S  

We are on the WEB     

www.seal-pa.org 

Selinsgrove Area Middle Schoolôs 

 Vision Statement for a  

Safe Social School  

                   NEWS FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE                                 

                                         Survival Tips for Back to School: 

Eat Breakfast! 

“Breakfast is the most important meal of the day” is never more true than when you’re going to 

school.  Students are more alert and perform better in class if they eat a good breakfast. 

Get enough sleep! 

Teens need at least 8 ½ hours of sleep each night to feel rested. 

Not enough sleep and you may have difficulty concentrating or fall asleep in class (embarrassing if you 

get caught!). 

Getting more sleep may help you more than staying up all night cramming for a test or watching TV.  A 

recent study found that students who got adequate sleep before a math test were nearly three 

times more likely to figure out the problem than those who stayed up all night! 

Keep Moving! 

Fitness activities such as walking, running, biking, hiking, and tennis help teens get stronger, stay leaner, and focus better in 

school. 

Choose an activity that is “fun”, ask a friend to join you, and get moving! 

Interactive cardio equipment such as Wii Fit or Dance Revolution can make exercise feel like anything but work.  

Think about things you can do for a lifetime: dancing, hiking, biking, mountain climbing……….. 

Parents: 

If you haven’t yet turned in a physical exam (6th graders) or a dental exam form (7th graders), please send them in anytime.  It 

may be a good idea to check and be sure your child has actually brought it to my office. 

If you child requires medication at school: 

Written doctor/parental permission and instructions are required for prescription medications. 

Medications must be in the original container.  No loose pills of any kind (in zip-lock bags or other containers) will be accepted. 

Ask your pharmacist for a second bottle to store medication at school. 

 

Please contact the school immediately with any changes in emergency contact information: phone (cell, home, work), address, and who is 

permitted to pick up your child. 

Please contact me with any health concerns for your child. 

   

                                       Does your child need quality health care and you don’t have health insurance? 

                        Pennsylvania’s Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) may be the answer. 


