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Students on teams A and B completed their intro-

duction to literature circles in their directed studies 

reading classes. Both teams read The Death of Old 

Man Hanson by David Kenneth Mull. Students 

worked in cooperative groups learning how to for-

mulate questions, summarize, identify key points 

and most importantly read and discuss literature 

with classmates.  

 

 

 

 

 

                    

Student Book Reviews  

~I never thought it would be so good. The ending     

made it a great way to cap off such an exciting 

book.*****5 star book  Jack Gaugler 

~I loved the story! It is full of so many mysteries 

and surprises. I think it is one of my new favorites. I 

give it 5 stars.   Macie Hollenbach 

 

~All I can say is that it was AWESOME.  

   Matt Bingamin 

 

~It has you on holdó and òleaves you grieving for 

moreóéBest ghost story ever  Alexis Kline 

 

~I never thought this book would be so good. I 

would read the book again.  Ian Weaver 

 

~òTruly Brilliantó  ***** 5 star rating  

    Vance Royer 

 

~In the beginning of the story I didnõt think it would 

be exciting but as I read it, it was one of the better 

and most exciting books I have read! Erin Reed 

 

~The story was amazing. It was full of jaw-dropping 

excitement that would scare the pants off of you. I 

gave it 10 fingers up!  Dylan Dunn 

 

~This is an outstanding book. I give it a 5 star rat-

ing. This book is funny, exciting and adventurous. If 

you have a chance to check this book out, you 

should.    Brody Beiler 

 

~The story is thrilling and funny. It  keeps me read-

ing and holds my interest. I give the book a thumbs 

up.    Lia Readinger 

 

You can access SAMS Newsletter by visiting the middle school webpage at http://www.seal-pa.org/
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CASS Corner 
Coming back to school and completing the first 

marking period has kept everyone at SAMS very 

busy. The CASS organization has also been working 

extremely hard in order to make our middle school 

as safe as possible when it comes to bullying and 

drugs. CASS held its first dance to raise money for 

the organization. The event was a huge success, 

and over $800.00 was raised. Thanks to everyone 

who came, and hopefully everyone had as much 

fun as the CASS members. 

During the past week, the entire school was in-

volved in celebrating Red Ribbon Week (October 

23rd  through the 29th). Members worked to raise 

drug and alcohol awareness not only to the stu-

dents at SAMS, but also to the surrounding commu-

nity. Four CASS mentors broadcasted a public ser-

vice announcement that aired throughout the week 

on the Sunbury Broadcasting Stations. At SAMS, 

Red Ribbon Week was filled with various activities 

during the 5 days. We participated in Red Out Day, 

Crazy Sock Day, and Jersey Day, just to mention a 

few. In addition, all SAMS students were able to 

sign a Drug Free Pledge. 

 Coming up in November, our 6th Grade Interven-

tions will begin. Hopefully this will be a big hit. The 

mentors have been working hard to prepare for this 

event and are looking forward to the time with the 

6th Graders. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 

events from the past month, and we hope you will 

remain drug, alcohol, and bully free. 

6th Grade Literature Circles 

November 

2 School Board Meeting 

3 End of First Marking 

5-6 Peer Leadership 

9 Report Card  

11 No School 

11 
FREE H1N1            

Flu Vaccination Clinic 

16 School Board 

17 PTSO  7:00 

17 Spelling Bee 

19 - 20 Peer Leadership 

20 Boyz Noyz Festival 

25 - No School 

December 

2 School Board Meeting 

4 Dance 7-9:00 

7 - 11 Book Fair 

8 7 & 8 Choral Concert 7:30 

9 6 Choral/Band Concert 7:30 

11 Progress Report 

15 Concert Snowdate 7:30 

23 - 1/3  No School 

S A M S  C A L E N D A R   

O F  E V E N T S 

http://www.seal-pa.org/sams/default.html/


MAGAZINE SALE!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
IMPORTANT MAGAZINE  

INFORMATION 
Parents and Friends- In order to alleviate running our two 

major fundraisers back to back, we have moved our maga-

zine sale to February. We realize some of you have maga-

zines due to expire before then.  However, there is still a way 

for you to renew your magazine now (if you canõt wait). Our 

school will still earn our profit on these renewals and your 

child can still get credit for these sales when we run our sale 

in February. Here is what you do: 

Go to www.qsp.com 

Under Parents or Supporters, click 

òShop Nowó 

Enter our school account 

#425024997 and click òShop Nowó 
Thatõs it. Place your order and by credit card (This is a se-

cure website). Be sure to enter your childõs name at the end 

to insure credit for prizes in February.  You do not need the 

QSP ID# for them.  Homeroom teacherõs name would help 

but not necessary. 

Thanks for your                                 

continued support! 
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Honor Roll  
 

Regarding the Middle School Honor Roll, students who earn a Grade 

Point Average (GPA) of 85-93.99 will achieve the Honor Roll. Stu-

dents who earn 94-100 GPA will achieve Distinguished (High) Honors. 

The GPA is not rounded.  

However, this criteria is different than the Academic Excel-

lence Awards. 

 

Academic Excellence Awards  
 

Regarding the Academic Excellence Awards, the studentõs qualifica-

tion will also include all grades earned during the first 3 MPs and up 

to the 4th MP progress report.  

Please note, students who have a grade below 80% in any class will 

not qualify for the Academic Excellence Awards regardless of their 

GPA.  

Honor Roll  VS  Academic Excellence Awards  

SAMS Student Council 
Service Project 

 

FOOD COLLECTION BINS  

ARE IN THE LOBBY 
 

MONITARY GIFTS SHOULD BE  

TURNED IN AT THE MAIN OFFICE 
 

FEED  A  FRIEND 
Collection runs 11/ 2ð 11/ 24, 2009  

Your Monetary and Food Donations 

will help feed needy families in 

SNYDER COUNTY this Holiday Season. 

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY! 
American Red Cross 

Snyder County Chapter 

10 South Main Street 

Middleburg, PA  17842 

570-837-2150 

THANK YOU!!! 

On Monday, October 26, 2009, Mrs. Hilda Mantel-

macher a Holocaust survivor spoke to Team D sev-

enth grade students about her experiences in both 

Auschwitz and Bergen Belsen Concentration Camps.  

Mrs. Mantelmacher is originally from the former 

Czechoslovakia. When she was only ten years old, she 

was transported to Auschwitz with her brother and 

parents. All of her family members perished in Ausch-

witz. 

Mrs. Mantelmacher told students about standing be-

fore Dr. Mengele and being chosen to go to the gas 

chambers. She described a girl named Lydia who 

spoke up in Mrs. Mantelmacherõs defense, and Lydia 

ultimately saved Mrs. Mantelmacherõs life. Mrs. 

Mantelmacher showed a video of actual footage 

taken by British soldiers when they arrived at Bergen 

Belsen, the camp in which she suffered from typhus 

fever and from which she was liberated.  

Mrs. Mantelmacher ended her presentation by 

stressing how fortunate we all are to live in the 

United States and that everyone should fulfill his and 

her duties as a citizen by voting for our president.  

Mrs. Mantelmacher also told students,óEvery day I 

get awake, I am thankful for having warm water and 

soap to bathe, for having bread on my table, for milk 

in my refrigerator, for having toilet tissue ð lots of 

toilet tissue, and for living in such a wonderful coun-

try, the United States.ó  

 

D Team Speaker 

http://www.qsp.com


WHAT HAPPENS DURING A WEATHER EMERGENCY? 
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WHO IS WATCHING THE WEATHER? 

School district personnel maintain a careful watch of the weather 

during the winter season.  Adverse weather conditions and the time 

of day they occur affect the operation of school and bus transporta-

tion. 

 

WHERE DO THEY GET THEIR INFORMATION? 

School district sources of weather information are local radio and 

television broadcasts as well as the National Weather Service. 

 

WHAT FACTORS GO INTO MAKING THE DECISION 

TO CLOSE SCHOOLS? 

1) Weather forecasts from radio and television stations 

2) Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, and State Police 

assessment of road conditions 

3) School districtõs assessment of school parking and accessibility 

of buildings 

4) Time snow is expected to start and end 

5) Amount of snow accumulated and predicted 

6) Expected impact on traffic 

7) Weather conditions expected after the snow 

 

WHO MAKES THE DECISION? 

The final decision to alter the school schedule is made by the Super-

intendent in consultation with other school, transportation, and law 

enforcement officials. 

 

WHEN IS THE DECISION MADE? 

The decision to close or delay school must be made by approximately 

5:30 a.m. in order that radio and television stations can be notified 

and other procedures initiated. 

 

HOW IS THE PUBLIC NOTIFIED? 

Local radio and television stations, and AlertNow, are the official 

sources for notifying students, parents, and staff that schools are 

closed or delayed because of weather conditions.  A listing of the 

radio and television stations used by the school district is included in 

the next column. 

 

DELAYED OPENING OF SCHOOL 

Weather conditions may require delaying the opening of school by 

one or two hours.  In the event of a delayed opening of school, buses 

will arrive at stops one hour (or two hours for a two hour delay) later 

than usual and school will begin one hour (or two hours for a two 

hour delay) later than usual. 

 

Level   1-hour delay 2-hour delay 

   (All times are approximate) 

High School  9:10 a.m.    10:10 a.m. 

Middle School  9:15 a.m.    10:15 a.m. 

Intermediate School 9:20 a.m.    10:20 a.m. 

Selinsgrove Elem.  9:10 a.m.    10:10 a.m. 

Jackson-Penn  9:00 a.m.    10:00 a.m.     

  

Breakfast is not served on days when school is on a one or two-hour 

delay. 

 

WHAT HAPPENS IF THE WEATHER BECOMES          

 SEVERE DURING THE SCHOOL DAY? 

It may become necessary to dismiss students one or two hours ear-

lier than normal.  Information on road conditions is received from the 

Department of Transportation and Pennsylvania State Police to deter-

mine the best time for dismissal. 

 

WHAT IS THE EARLY DISMISSAL SCHEDULE? 

When it becomes necessary to dismiss schools early, the Superinten-

dent, together with school district personnel, determines the dis-

missal times.  All necessary information is given to each building, 

local radio and television stations. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS BE READY? 

Parents should be prepared for an early dismissal by having identi-

fied a procedure for their child to follow in the case of an early dis-

missal.  In the case of an early dismissal, it is requested that parents 

do not drive to school to pick up children who normally ride the 

school buses.  The additional traffic this creates around the schools 

and on local roads only makes the safe transportation of students to 

their homes more difficult. 

 

WARNING 

A severe storm could develop unexpectedly during the school day.  

Despite an early dismissal, weather conditions and resulting traffic 

problems could result in children arriving home past their normal 

delivery time. 

If this type of situation should occur, school district personnel will 

continue to monitor the situation until all buses have completed their 

routes and returned to the bus lots. 

 

EMERGENCY CLOSING/DELAY INFORMATION SOURCES 

SCHOOL DISTRICT INFORMATION LINE 372-2224 

 

WNEP-Channel 16    WYOU-Channel 22         

WBRE-Channel 28    WQKX-94.1 FM                            

EAGLE-107 FM    WKOK-1070 AM 

WYGL-100.5 FM    WLGL-92.3 FM                        

WMLP-1380 AM     WWBE-98.3 FM 

WGRC-91.3 FM    WYGL-1240 AM 

www.wqkx.com    www.wyou.com  

www.wnep.com     www.whptv.com 

Parents and students should not telephone the schools or the district 

office for information pertaining to the operation of schools on these 

days.  These calls can delay proper notification of the school staff 

and public, and can interfere with the handling of school operations.  

Information concerning delays, cancellations and evening activities 

can be found by calling the Information Line at 372-2224  (touch tone 

phone only) Option 1.  This line is available 24 hours a day. 

Announcements concerning changes in school operations will be 

broadcast by 6:30 a.m. and as soon as possible if schools are to be 

dismissed early.  To prevent unauthorized statements concerning the 

operation of the public schools, radio and television stations have 

established a code system that must be used in notifying the commu-

nications media of changes in school operations.  Radio and televi-

sion stations will not accept calls unless the proper system is used. 

 

We hope this brief brochure assists you in understanding what is 

involved in a school districtõs attempt to deal with winter storms and 

provides you with necessary information to prepare for the winter 

season. 

 

We will also utilize the ALERTNOW system. Please note that if the 

AlertNow message goes to an answering machine and you pick up 

prior to completion of the message, the recording will be cut off.  A 5 

second delay occurs prior to the start of the message, so please re-

frain from repeating òhello?ó   

 

If you desire to make a change in your contact information please 

contact the school your child attends and ask for the guidance office. 

http://www.wqkx.com/
http://www.wyou.com/
http://www.whptv.com/


NEWS FROM THE NURSEõS OFFICE                            

On Friday, October 16, the Selinsgrove Area Middle School Student 

Council hosted a dance-a-thon to benefit the Four Diamonds Fund.  

The Four Diamonds Fund was established to help find a cure for 

childhood cancers.  The Pennsylvania Association of Student Coun-

cils has chosen the Four Diamonds Fund as the state charity/

service project this year.  The students participating raised approxi-

mately $1,500 in donations.  The team named òLunchablesó had 

the highest total donations and the team named òOh Snapó was 

recognized for the best costumes.  In November delegates from the 

Selinsgrove Area Middle School Student Council will join other mid-

dle school student councils at the PASC State Conference and will 

present the proceeds from the SAMS dance-a-thon to the Four Dia-

monds Fund.   The student council thanks the students who partici-

pated, staff who chaperoned, and all the friends and families who 

donated to this worthy cause. 

Student Council Holds DANCE-A-THON For 

 THE FOUR DIAMONDS FUND  

Sixth graders from the Selinsgrove Area Middle School traveled to 

Bloomsburg University on Tuesday, October 6, for the annual Young 

Personsõ Concert. 

Presented by the Bloomsburg University Community Orchestra the 

students heard the following selections featuring the percussion sec-

tion: 

1) òBacchanaleó from Samson and Delilah by Camille Saint-Saens 

2) òSabre Danceó from Gayaneh by Aram Khachaturian 

3)  Disneyõs Tarzan Orchestra Suite by Collins, Mancina, and Metzger 

4)  Estefanõs Greatest Hits by Gloria Estefan, Emilio Estefan, Jr., and     

 Jon Secada 

5)  Selections from High School Musical 

Robert N. Whitmoyer, Director of Choruses and Amy Kenny, Director 

of Bands, coordinated the trip, which involved approximately 200 

students.  Assisting were Sixth Grade Team Leaders Richard Kline 

and Cindy Remley.  Lunchtime was spent at the Bloomsburg town 

park.  Chaperones included:  Melinda Spriggle, Virginia Sharpless, 

Jennifer Shay, Darla DeSantis, Linda Gans, and Carol Wink.  

6th Graders Attend Young Personsõ Concert  

at Bloomsburg University  

Cold and Flu Season 
The months between November and April are considered òflu seasonó in the U.S.  Flu usually comes on suddenly and includes some combi-

nation of these symptoms:  sudden onset of fever, headache, chills, muscle ache and pain, tiredness, cough, mild pink eye, and sore throat.  

In general, the flu is worse than the common cold.  Colds generally do not cause fever or muscle aches.  People with colds are likely to have 

a runny or stuffy nose.  

  

Hand washing remains the NUMBER ONE defense against getting or giving germs.   
An effective hand wash takes 15 to 20 seconds.  Thatõs about the time it takes to sing the alphabet song.  Be sure to use soap and water, 

scrub well, rinse well, and dry well using a paper towel when possible.  Itõs also important to cover your mouth and nose when coughing and 

sneezing. Cough or sneeze into your sleeve if necessary. Take care of yourself this winter by balancing rest and activity, eating healthy foods, 

and taking steps to prevent the spread of infection.  

 

AN INVITATION  
FREE, H1N1 Flu Vaccination Clinic 

11/11/09 Wednesday 

10 a.m. until 8 p.m. Selinsgrove Area Middle School  

No appointment needed! 

Bring completed consent form day of clinic. 

 

 

 

 

 
Please contact me with any questions at 372-2262 or mspriggle@seal-pa.org. 

Ms. Spriggle, MSN, RN 

SAMS Freaky Friday Winners 
Prettiest ð Katie Spriggle 

Scariest ð Laura Long 

Celebrity Look-Alike ð Bridget Gerba 

Most Original ð Lindsey Trusal & Cameron Shay                               

Funniest ð Nathaniel Young 

Sponsored by the Selinsgrove Area School District with vaccine provided by 

the Pennsylvania Department of Health 


