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Americans will head to polls on November 8, to 

vote for the next President of the United States. 

In what pundits are calling the “Election of the 

Century”, Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton will face 

Republican nominee Donald J Trump on the ballot. The 

two squared off in three debates that yielded a record  

Continue article on the next page 

number of viewers and the election is sim-

ilarly expected to draw a historically high 

turnout.  

In the wake of the debates, both 

Trump and Clinton harnessed the head-

lines and airtime with their numerous con-

troversies. The New York Times first re-

ported that Trump had not paid federal 

income taxes for some years. But Trump 

also has faced intense scrutiny over a 10-

year old video that showed him unabash-

edly objectifying women and joking about 

sexual as-

sault. After 

this revela-

tion, ten dif-

ferent wom-

en alleged 

that Trump 

had sexually 

assaulted 

them. Those 

allegations 

have been 

viciously 

denied by 

the candidate and his campaign.   

Clinton, on the other hand, has 

continued to deal with the scandal over 

her and her staff’s email controversy. Wik-

iLeaks, the sophisticated hacking organi-

zation headed by Julian Assange, has 

released thousands of emails from Clinton 

campaign chairman John Podesta's pri-

vate email account. They tell of internal 

disputes over Bernie Sanders, attack 

strategies against Trump, and include 

snippets of transcripts of Clinton's Wall 

Street speeches.  

Given the potential material, both 

sides have heightened their attacks 

against each other. Trump has spread 

theories about Clinton's health, invited the 

accusers of President Bill Clinton's sexual 

assault to the debates, and even threat-

ened to reject the results of the election at 

the third debate, claiming it might be 

rigged. Beyond drilling him on his taxes 

and treatment of women and minorities, at 

a fundraising 

dinner, Clinton 

said that half of 

Trump support-

ers could fit in a 

"basket of de-

plorables," giv-

en their bigotry.  

   Election 

fever has 

spread all 

around the 

country, includ-

ing Selinsgrove, where students are dis-

playing their views on bumper stickers 

and t-shirts, and talk of the election has 

dominated lunch tables and social media.  

Senior Maggie Frymoyer has 

been hyped for it all since day one. After 

seeing Hillary Clinton in Harrisburg in ear-

ly October, she promised herself to wear 

Hillary paraphernalia everyday until the 

election. Though a daunting commitment, 

Frymoyer does not regret it. "It's a fun 

The four major candidates: Hillary Clinton, Donald Trump, Gary 

Johnson, and Jill Stein 
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Americans to make a Historic Decision cont. 

way to show my support and still makes a 

statement," she said. 

Truthfully, Maggie appears to be 

in the minority here. Glancing around 

SAHS, it appears as though students, 

mostly boys, are more proud to don pro-

Trump or anti-Hillary t-shirts, including 

sophomore Mike Morack. Morack sup-

ports Trump because he feels "Trump is 

the voice of the American people... an 

outsider [who will] put America first." 

Still, there are other students who 

are much less impressed with the two 

main candidates. Junior Austin Davy is 

one of them; even though he is not eligible 

to vote, he's a hearty fan of Evan 

McMullin, an independent politician. Da-

vy's impressed by McMullin's 

"authenticity" and because he "shares the 

same concern about Donald that many 

conservatives do, that he (Donald) doesn't 

represent their beliefs." McMullin could 

actually be a game changer, according to 

pollsters, in Utah. There, he has captured 

the attention of disgruntled Republican 

voters who can't stomach either candi-

date. 

Because Trump and Clinton have 

turned off so many people across the na-

tion, third-party candidates are getting 

more attention this cycle than in others. 

Most popular, is Gary Johnson, former 

Governor of New Mexico, who is the can-

didate for the Libertarian Party. Green 

Party candidate Jill Stein is less popular, 

but both are respectively grasping the 

votes of Republicans who abhor Trump 

and Democrats still upset by Bernie Sand-

ers' defeat.  

Despite that, none of the other 

candidates are expected to make a dent 

in the electoral college race or a differ-

ence in the popular vote.  

Veterans Day Performance to Tell    
Story of Today’s Soldiers 
By Daniel Napsha 

In honor of Veterans Day, Selins-

grove High School students will watch a 

performance of Letters Home on Friday, 

November 4, a play focusing on the corre-

spondence between soldiers and their 

families. 

Inspired by a New York Times Op

-Ed series called The Things They Wrote, 

the play tells the stories of soldiers who 

fought in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Actors perform monologues formed from 

letters collected 

from various 

sources.  

To em-

phasize the sto-

ries, the produc-

tion uses mini-

mal lighting, 

props, and set 

pieces, and fea-

tures photos 

and videos from 

the actual sol-

diers. The per-

formance gives 

voice to a nearly 

forgotten seg-

ment of veterans and fosters. 

Selinsgrove’s Assistant to the 

Superintendent and Director of Curriculum 

and Instruction Elaine Sautner, coordinat-

ed the showing of Letters Home. As a 

board member of the West Branch Arts 

Council, she works to bring quality educa-

tional performances to the district.  

She thought Letters Home was a 

particularly effective medium for Veterans 

Day, to foster in students the “need to 

respect and honor current members of our 

armed forces as well as the veterans who 

have served.” She also hopes this will 

help students understand “the sacrifice 

that is made while in service for our coun-

try.” 

Echoing this, High School Princi-

pal Brian Parise thought the play would 

offer a different 

perspective “in 

a time when 

people think 

it’s O.K. to pro-

test the nation-

al anthem,” 

alluding to San 

Francisco 

49ers quarter-

back Colin 

Kaepernick’s 

decision to 

kneel when the 

Star Spangled 

Banner is 

played at 

games. Still, 

Letters Home shares a non-politicized 

narrative, shedding light on the humanity 

of war through the eyes of modern fight-

ers.      

Letters Home will be performed in 

the afternoon of Friday, November 4 at the 

Selinsgrove Area Middle School. A post-

play discussion will follow the perfor-

mance. 

One of the actors from Letters Home which features the 
stories of a diverse group of veterans from the wars of Iraq 

Photo credit: Griffin Theatre  



Ax of Murder— A Bloody Funny Time 

By Kiana Brubaker  
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The Susquehanna Valley Libertarians Associ-

ation’s float, which depicted the characters 

and setting from Batman  

Selinsgrove Area High School 

students will be performing the play: Ax 

of Murder by Pat Cook on November 16, 

17, and 18.  

The Thursday and Friday night 

shows will take place at 7:30 pm and the 

Saturday show will be a matinee starting 

at 2pm. The show will be performed in 

the High School’s auditorium with the 

cost of entrance set at three dollars for 

students and six dollars for adults. Tick-

ets are available in advance at the High 

School office. 

Ax of Murder is an enthralling 

murder mystery containing an involved 

investigation; however, the play is not as 

serious as one might expect. Many hu-

morous moments are incorporated 

throughout the script that will have the 

viewer doubling over in their seat. After 

a character’s mysterious death in a thea-

ter, a new script starts up. There is 

something wrong with this script though, 

as the actors read it - the events begin 

to take place in real life.  

The main character in the play 

is Bonnie Bagwell, performed by Senior 

Alexis Hoffman. Alexis enthusiastically 

described her character as “somewhat 

of a control freak.” Bonnie is in complete 

denial of all the mysterious happenings 

involved with the haunted script that is 

brought into the theater. Despite her 

slowly mounting fear, Bonnie pushes for 

answers because the show must go on.   

The show is unique compared 

to previous plays that have been pre-

sented at SAHS. Alexis excitedly ex-

plains, “This year’s show is quite differ-

ent from the ones we have done in the 

past. I think the student body will appre-

ciate the easy to follow plot as well as 

the casts’ ability to put themselves out 

there in order to create a humorous 

show.” Sophomore Maddie Newell 

shares similar feelings; she also be-

lieves that “it is really different from last 

year’s. It’s really funny so I think the stu-

dents will enjoy it a lot.” 

Tickets for all shows are now 
available for purchase in the High 
School Main Office at lunch, before and 

after school. 

Halloween Parade Continues to 

Thrill Students with Floats and Fun 

By Anna Piecuch 

    On Tuesday, October 18, the an-

nual Halloween parade streamed down 

Market Street in Selinsgrove at 7pm  to the 

delight of all in attendance. 

    As in past years, students were 

given abundant opportunities to participate 

in the tradition that never fails to excite the 

community. Floats were judged and prizes 

were given to first through third place. The 

parade also allows businesses to market 

their companies.  

    The band prepared for the parade 

quickly, since many members returned 

from their trip to Toronto, Canada just one 

day before their performance. They began 

the parade once again and played 

“Dynamite” by Taio Cruz and “Shut Up and 

Dance” by Walk the Moon. “Because we 

get to give back to the community, having 

the band lead off the parade is an honor,” 

says the band director, Mr. Smith. “This is 

the most attended event of the year in 

Selinsgrove. The kids like it because they 

get to dress up in costumes.” 

    Children of all ages enjoyed gath-

ering along the edges of Market Street, 

most wearing costumes, hoping to grab 

some tasty treats thrown to the crowd by 

the parade participants. “Selinsgrove has 

been hosting this event for over 60 years 

and our committee is looking forward to 

another fantastic year,” remarked Chris 

Kenawell, who has been a chair of the 

parade for fifteen years. He also encour-

aged all community members to “come 

early, dine, (and) shop before nestling on 

the curb to watch the parade. It’s a great 

way to celebrate fall.” 

    Selinsgrove’s Halloween tradition 

wrapped up, as in other years, with the 

community’s fire departments driving their 

fire trucks down Market Street. Kenawell 

enthused, “It’s great to have an event that 

brings the community together for fun and 

fellowship.” 

Photo by Owen Moyer 
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Leading by Example to Help Others 

By Isabella Moles 

For the month of October, the 

National Honor Society has been col-

lecting donations of winter coats for the 

students at Selinsgrove Area School 

District.  

On a cold winter day, nothing is 

more desired than to be warm. Unfortu-

nately, there are students that are una-

ble to afford such a luxury. "The NHS 

officers felt there was a need [for winter 

coats] so they organized the coat drive," 

explained Mr. Switala, the NHS adviser.  

This is the first year NHS has 

orchestrated the Winter Coat Drive. 

Every coat donated will be sent to the 

guidance office in each school to be 

distributed to students in need.  

So far, NHS has collected a fair 

number of coats. For the majority, the 

coats are suitable for the elementary 

students. Currently, there is a higher 

need for coats that are sized for middle 

school students. NHS is truly apprecia-

tive for the extra step students have 

made to support the cause.  

When deciding how to distribute 

the donations to the students, the guid-

ance office cannot tell who financially 

needs the help because records such as 

free/reduced lunch are sealed. Thus, 

they depend on “visual tells” such as a 

student walking into school on a cold 

winter morning without a proper coat or 

simply a request from a parent.  

Once winter comes around the 

corner each year, elementary school 

guidance counselor, Amy Veach, has 

admitted to the struggle of winter and 

how the office gets "hit with a lot of re-

quests for coats. On average, five to ten 

times per week." NHS is leading by ex-

ample and, in the words of Veach, "kids 

helping kids is a powerful message." 

Charity “Penny Wars” Renew a 

Challenge between Classes  

By Liz Whitmer 

    From November 14-18, the Na-

tional Honors Society will be running a 

Penny War competition between first 

block classes to raise money for the 

Weader Fund.   

The fundraiser will help provide 

essential care items to students in the 

district, such as clothing, glasses, and 

medical checkups.  The Weader Fund is 

run by the school district’s nurses in 

each building, but funded solely by do-

nations. 

The contest will be between all 

first block classes to see who can col-

lect the largest quantity of pennies; 

however, there is a way to sabotage 

your opponents.  If a dollar bill is placed 

in a class’s bucket, they will automati-

cally lose 100 pennies from their original 

total.   

The first block class that ends 

up with the most pennies at the end of 

the contest will receive a free breakfast 

during class courtesy of Dunkin Donuts. 

Two years ago, over $1,000 

was donated to the American Cancer 

Society thanks to the Penny Wars, and 

an even greater outcome is expected 

for this year. 

Be sure to help out your com-

munity by raising money for the Weader 

Fund during the Penny Wars from Mon-

day, November 14 through Friday, No-

vember 18. 

Photo by Liz Whitmer 
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SPORTS 
 

Seals Golf Wins 4
th

 Consecutive Gold 

By Dawson Klinger 

    The Selinsgrove golf team won 

district gold for the fourth year in a row 

at the Eagle’s Mere Golf Course last 

week under the direction of Coach Lon-

nie Gross.  

Despite the loss of three key 

seniors from last year’s team they still 

found a way to be just as successful 

once again this year. This year featured 

two seniors, Kyle Mertz and Griffin 

Kirchner, who have won a district 

championship in each of their high 

school golf seasons. 

    When asked about what made 

this season special compared to the 

others, captain Kyle Mertz responded 

by saying, “It was different to win a dis-

trict championship as a senior and cap-

tain. The other seniors and I embraced 

the role of helping prepare the younger 

guys to get to the level we needed 

them to be at in order to accomplish 

our goals. The underclassmen exceed-

ed my expectations and I couldn’t be 

happier.”  

This year’s district champion-

ship included three new golfers who did 

not compete in last year’s districts, in-

cluding seniors Griffin Kirchner and 

Brice Harro, as well as freshman Dylan 

Defazio.   

    The team finished with a 17-3 

record, won a share of the HAC Divi-

sion 1 title, and sent two players to indi-

vidual districts, including senior Kyle 

Mertz and junior Roman Reeder. Mertz 

shot a 91, and Reeder shot an 82. 

Reeder performed well enough in dis-

tricts to qualify for the regional competi-

tion.  

District Championship photo: Roman Reeder, 

Dylan Defazio, Griffin Kirchner, Coach Gross, 

Kyle Mertz, and Brice Harro 

Photo by Liz Mertz 

SAHS Field Hockey Keeps Winning 
By Dawson Klinger 

    The Selinsgrove Field Hockey 

team has had yet another successful 

season under Coach Keiser, ending 

the regular season 17-1 overall and 

undefeated in the league.   

With a mix of defensive stub-

bornness (the team did not concede a 

single goal to a league opponent) and 

offense firepower (71 goals in 18 

games) the Lady Seals are a team 

firing on all cylinders heading into dis-

trict playoffs, where they look to win 

their 12th consecutive district champi-

onship. 

    Leading the scoring charge is 

sophomore Anna Piecuch, with sen-

iors Jess Smith and Megan Keeney, 

sophomore Megan Hoffman, and 

freshman Emily Swineford notching 

quite a few goals themselves.  

Equally as important as the 

goal scoring is the playmaking, where 

seniors Megan Kahn, Megan Keeney, 

and Savannah Bucher as well as Hoff-

man and Swineford lead the team in 

assists. The common saying “Defense 

wins Championships” could well apply 

to the team this year as the defense 

has been rock solid all season.  

Senior Carly Winn has an-

chored the back line with sophomores 

Elise Keeney and Kalee Rothermel 

also making key contributions. Sopho-

more goalkeeper Camryn Ritter has 

done well in her first season starting in 

the cage allowing just eight goals on 

the season.  

    Megan Keeney has made it 

quite clear the team is poised and 

ready to win some more games this 

season, saying “We have had such a 

good season and have worked too 

hard to 

not win 

more 

games 

and con-

tinue on. 

Not only 

are we 

expect-

ing to 

win dis-

tricts, but 

we are ready to make a go of it in 

states”. 

    The Selinsgrove Field Hockey 

team will continue their quest for dis-

trict gold when they take on the winner 

of Southern Columbia vs Shikellamy 

on November 3, at Central Columbia 

High School at 7pm. 

Megan Keeney slashes through 

the Mifflinburg defense 

Photo courtesy of the Daily Item 
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Seals Football Finding Their Way 

By Megan Keeney 

The Selinsgrove Seals football 

team now has an exceptional record of 7-

2 after Friday night's win over Mount Car-

mel.  

Four players had touchdowns for 

the Seals in their 42-21 win, including 

three by junior Jarrett Inch, and one each 

by senior Garrett Campbell, junior Ricky 

Cope, and junior Logan Leiby. The Seals 

have improved every game, and they are 

looking to claim their third consecutive 

District IV title.  

The team has really stepped up 

their play and strategy after the heart-

breaking loss to rival Shikallemy which 

can be evidenced by the five-game win 

streak since that loss.  The game on Fri-

day, October 21, marked Leiby's fourth 

straight game with over 300 yards pass-

ing. 

Senior James Heinbach says 

that one of the main reasons the team 

has been so successful is their communi-

cation on and off the field, "We are a very 

tight-knit group. We encourage and sup-

port each other on the field."  

In the game against Berwick, 

senior kicker Dawson Klinger broke the 

school record for the longest field goal 

with a 46 yard boot.  Klinger said, "I was 

elated to break the record and help the 

team win the game.” Klinger has been a 

huge asset to the team's success in his 

first year playing football. 

Junior Ricky Cope, who was in-

jured for two weeks, came back ready to 

play. Since his return, he has 16 catches 

for 271 yards and 3 touchdowns. Cope 

was asked how it felt to be back and re-

sponded: "It was great to get back with 

the guys and get some wins". 

Junior Tony Dressler played tight 

end for the first time this season and had 

7 catches for 91 yards and two touch-

downs in a win against Central Mountain 

on Senior Night. 

The Seals have one regular sea-

son game left at Southern Columbia at 

7:00pm on Friday, October 28. The Seals 

are optimistic about having the opportuni-

ty to play at least one district game on 

their home field in two weeks. 

 

Seniors Ryan 

Bucher and Dawson 

Klinger pose for a 

picture following 

their Senior Night 

win over Central 

Mountain.  

Photo by Janet Bucher 

Running Away with the Competition 
By Marley Sprenkel 

    Selinsgrove Cross Country 

has had a very strong season, with 

the leadership from the senior class of 

Chris Tirpak, Ashley Blair, and Britta-

ny Carnathan. 

    The girls finished the regular 

season posting a record of 14-2. With 

strong leadership and an always posi-

tive attitude provided by Carnathan 

and Blair, the girls’ team took first in 

the league on October 4. Junior Skylar 

Maurer and sophomore Rachel Do-

maracki provided top finishes for the 

team as well.   

In the Snader Strong 5K race 

held during the Market Street Festival, 

Ashley Blair broke her own 5K person-

al best with a time of 18:49, and Britta-

ny Carnathan followed up with a time 

of 18:52. Maurer also placed 26th with 

a personal best time of 20:06.  

Despite finishing the season 

with a record of 4-12, the close-knit 

bond the boys’ team formed over the 

season helped them stay strong and 

positive. Due to the low numbers, they 

always had to work even harder to 

place high and get the top points 

against larger teams. Chris Tirpak, 

sophomore Evan Gaugler, and fresh-

man Josh Tirpak persevered and got 

the best out of themselves and their 

teammates.   

    The District IV Championship 

Meet will be held on Thursday, Octo-

ber 27 at Bloomsburg University. Both 

the boys’ and girls’ teams hope to rep-

resent Selinsgrove well. 

Photo provide by the Daily Item 

Ashley Blair taking the lead in the 
League Meet last weekend at Shikella-

my High School.  Blair took the top over-
all spot in the competition for the girls. 
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Lady Seals Soccer’s Special Season 

By Dawson Klinger 

Photo by Janet Bucher 

    Senior goal scorer Sam Rodkey 

netted her 50th career goal on October 

18, against the Williamsport Million-

aires.   

The game ended in a 5-4 Selinsgrove 

victory in overtime, featuring three goals 

from Rodkey. She now ranks third on 

the all-time goal scoring list for girls soc-

cer players at Selinsgrove, behind only 

Ashley Dincher (97 goals) and Cole Ven-

nie(84 goals).  Rodkey commented on 

this feat as a “very special moment in 

my athletic career”.  

She also said “I could not have 

done this without the wonderful team-

mates and coaches I have had over the 

last four years. It’s truly an honor to 

have my name on the list with such spe-

cial players.” 

    The team qualified for districts 

with a record of 11-7. Rodkey leads the 

team in goals with 25 as well as assists 

with 12. Junior Caitlyn Findlay has 15 

goals and 6 assists, proving to be a 

great complement to Rodkey. Senior 

Makayla Hockenbrock and junior Court-

ni Hamm have been solid on defense, 

not allowing the opposing team’s attack-

ers to play the way they want.  

    The Lady Seals Soccer team 

has shown they are able to compete 

with the best teams in the area. They 

beat Juniata, Jersey Shore and Wil-

liamsport twice, and played to a 2-1 

defeat against a strong Midd-West team 

with a lot of returners from their district 

championship team.  

    Playing against such strong 

competition throughout the season has 

prepared the Lady Seals for the district 

playoffs, where they look to win their 

first district championship since 2012. 

    Be sure to check out Sam Rod-

key and the Lady Seals in the district 

championship game, where they will 

face Shikellamy High School’s team on 

November 2 at a site yet to be deter-

mined. 

 

Senior Sama-

natha Rodkey 

proves her 

grace and 

athleticism on 

the field once 

again. 

Photo by Stacy Sprenkle  

Boys Soccer Prepare for Post Season 
By Sam Rodkey 

The regular season has come 

to an end and the boys’ soccer team 

is working hard preparing for the Dis-

trict IV playoffs, that are just around 

the corner, in hopes of winning an 

overdue district championship. 

The boys ended the regular 

season with a record of 10-7-1, the 

last impressive victories coming 

against Montoursville and Shamokin. 

Senior Gavin Keller recorded a hat 

trick against Montoursville mostly due 

to his top-end speed which has had 

defenses running in circles all season. 

Senior Dawson Klinger was 

recently moved to defense and has 

kept the ball out of the danger zone 

for the Seals. On Monday, October 

17, the game against the Shamokin 

Indians was held at Susquehanna 

University to celebrate the seniors and 

the commitment they have put into the 

soccer program. It was a good night 

for the team as they got win number 

ten on the season defeating Shamokin 

8-1. 

The final regular season 

game was held a few day later and 

resulted in the team falling short 

against the defending state champi-

ons, Lewisburg, to a score of 3-0. 

With the regular season at an 

end, Keller leads the team with 12 

goals followed by Klinger with 11. The 

assist leader is tied between junior 

Tyler Klose and Keller, both with eight. 

In the goal, junior Dylan Pardoe has 

recorded 71 saves in just 15 games. 

Sophomore goalkeeper John 

Shamory has gained experience by 

getting in five games this season. 

The Seals now prepare for 

the first round of district playoffs. With 

the experience of the upperclassman, 

the team is expected to make a good 

run in the postseason. Keller spoke on 

behalf of the entire team when he 

commented, “We have worked ex-

tremely hard and there is no reason 

why we can’t win it all this year.”  

    The boys’ soccer team begins 

their run to a district title against Ath-

ens High School on Monday, October 

31, at Hughesville High School. 

Photo by Sydney Reibschied 

Junior Zach Rankin 

attacks the ball on 

Senior Night 

against Shamokin 

High School at the 

Susquehanna 

University Soccer 

Field. 
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Lady Seals Tennis Smash Opponents 

By Keanan Wolf and Staff Writers 

Photo by Janet Bucher 

   The Lady Seals Tennis team con-

cluded another successful season at the 

District IV doubles tournament on Monday, 

October 17 with seniors Savanna Foor and 

Olivia Fravel making it to the semifinal 

match. 

   The doubles team of Foor and Fravel 

fell to the top-seeded team from 

Hughesville in a hard fought battle playing 

to a 6-2, 6-3 loss in the semifinal match 

despite strong play from both girls.  The 

Hughesville team would go on to win the 

district title defeating Milton 3-0.   

   Both girls also represented Selins-

grove the week before at the District IV 

singles tournament.  Fravel won her open-

ing match defeating Sophia Hayes of Jer-

sey Shore before eventually losing in the 

second round to Sarah Malone of Loy-

alsock (who would  eventually advance to 

the finals). 

   Savanna Foor, on the other hand, 

won her first round match against Muncy’s 

Isabella Rymsza and then Mifflinburg’s Co-

letter Sothern before losing in the quarter 

finals to the eventual district winner, Anya 

Plottnikova from South Williamsport. 

   “I’m pleased with how we have done 

this year, we could've done better but I am 

still pleased with the way that we performed 

this season” said Savanna Foor .  

   Led by Coach Fravel the Lady Seals 

had yet another successful regular season 

finishing strong within the League. 

     This year’s Lady Seals Tennis 

team was led primarily by seniors. The 

main singles players for the Seals this year 

were seniors Oliva Fravel and Savanna 

Foor as well as senior Sydney Reibscheid 

and junior Isabel Bailey who were the 

team’s main doubles players.  

 

      “The girls we’re losing are going to 

be very hard to replace for next year. They 

brought talent and also a great sense of 

friendship to the team. They will definitely 

be missed” said junior Meredith Lemons 

when asked how the loss of the seniors will 

impact the team for next year.  

    

Senior Savanna Foor returns a volley during 

a critical moment in the district semi-final. 
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Miranda Hayes, Senior  
What is your dream Halloween costume? Michael Jackson 
in Thriller. 

Have you been watching the presidential debates? If so, 
what are your reactions to the debates between Hillary and 
Trump? Yes, there is a lot of drama that the country 
doesn’t need. 

What is the scariest thing that has ever happened to you? 
My bus was overturned. 

How would you define feminism? Fighting for women ’s 
equality to men.  

Have you ever felt wild? If so, in what circumstance? Yes, 
after my boyfriend and I broke up. 

Student Profiles 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Bret Yetter, Junior 
What is your dream Halloween costume? Donald Trump. 

Have you been watching the presidential debates? If so, 
what are your reactions to the debates between Hillary 
and Trump? Yes, [I don ’t like] Hillary. 

What is the scariest thing that has ever happened to 
you? I was left in Walmart as a kid. 

How would you define feminism? Women trying to over-
power men.  

Have you ever felt wild? If so, in what circumstance? 
When I went up on a sunroof.  

Sarah Bolig, Sophomore  
What is your dream Halloween costume? A cat. 

Have you been watching the presidential debates? If so, 
what are your reactions to the debates between Hillary 
and Trump? Yes, they’re both crazy. Bernie all the way! 

What is the scariest thing that has ever happened to 
you? When my mom had an asthma attack and almost 
died, but she survived.  

How would you define feminism? Equality between the 
sexes. 

Have you ever felt wild? If so, in what circumstance? 
Yes, when watching the new episodes of Spongebob. 

Dylan Defazio, Freshmen 

What is your dream Halloween costume? The floppy car
-sale things. 

Have you been watching the presidential debates? If so, 
what are your reactions to the debates between Hillary 
and Trump? Yes, Hillary will mess up the economy, but 
Donald Trump will focus on America which is why I want him 
to win. 

What is the scariest thing that has ever happened to 
you? When I fell off my skateboard and hurt my knee. 

How would you define feminism? Girls that want to val-
ue themselves.  

Have you ever felt wild? If so, in what circumstance? Yes, in a basketball tourna-
ment when I really wanted to win.  
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Top 10 Movies to Get You in the  
Halloween Spirit 
By Markie Reiland 

    Halloween is rapidly approaching, 

which means it is time to get into the 

spooky spirit of ghosts, monsters, were-

wolves, and of course—clowns.  

    Horror has been a popular genre 

since the beginning of film, starting with 

the 1922 movie Nosferatu, directed by F. 

W. Murnau, which chronicles the creepi-

ness of vampire Count Orlok as he 

spooks visitors.  

    Scary movies continue to enthrall 

viewers today, with new releases includ-

ing The Conjuring 2 (2016) and Lights 

Out (2016). Here is a list of the top 10 

horror movies throughout the ages that 

are sure to get you in that Halloween 

mood. Disclaimer: No promises that you 

will be able to sleep at night after watch-

ing some of these freaky flicks. 

10.The Babadook (2014) Jennifer Kent 

    After a single mother dealing with 

the death of her husband finds an eerie 

children’s book, strange things begin to 

occur. Her young and high maintenance 

son realizes that his mother is not the 

same anymore. The mother-son duo 

expects that an odd entity is haunting 

them and messing with their heads. This 

dark monster story is sure to disturb 

viewers with its’ graphic scenes in the 

children’s book and dreary cinematog-

raphy.  

 

9. The Omen (1976) Richard Donner 

    What is up with Damien? When a 

wealthy couple begins to raise a sweet, 

innocent-looking toddler, mysterious 

deaths begin to occur. The child Damien 

seems normal at first, but then his par-

ents begin to realize that his behavior is 

not quite normal. When a bizarre 

babysitter comes to look after him, his 

greatest fear is realized as she asks him 

to attend a church service.  His parents 

eventually realize that his real father may 

be something sinister. 

8. The Strangers (2008) Bryan Bertino 

    A young couple decides to spend 

some time away together in a remote 

cabin in the woods…always a big mis-

take. Three masked strangers torment 

the couple over one harrowing night of 

horror. As you watch the strangers play 

sadistic games with their victims, you 

might think twice about going on your 

relaxing cabin vacation to get away from 

stress. When asked why the strangers 

had chosen to torture them, one of them 

replies with “because you were home”. If 

this tale weren’t terrifying enough, it is 

also based on a true story.   

7. The Rocky Horror Picture Show 

(1975) Jim Sharman 

    When a newlywed couple’s car 

gets a flat, the two stumble upon a mys-

terious mansion for help. Upon entering 

the mansion, things get a bit weird. In 

this classic musical comedy, alien trans-

vestites dance to The Time Warp and 

create a muscle man. Everything contin-

ues to get more and more bizarre as the 

show goes on. 

 

6. The Conjuring and The Conjuring 2

(2013 & 2016) James Wan 

    The Conjuring Franchise follows 

the story of Ed and Lorraine Warren, two 

paranormal investigators who were real 

life Ghostbusters—the height of their 

career being in the 1970s. In both mov-

ies, the Warrens are contacted by fami-

lies who notice some odd happenings in 

their homes. When the Warrens deter-

mine that the spirits are inhumane, their 

next move is to figure out how to get rid 

of the demon. Complete with jump 

scares and suspenseful scenes, The 

Conjuring movies will keep you awake at 

night. 

5. Paranormal Activity (2009) Oren Peli 

    Paranormal Activity follows a 

young couple as they settle into their 

new house by showing them through the 

eyes of their personal films and security 

cameras. Shots of a still house at night 

turn into doors opening and closing and 

strange noises as the film progresses. 

The movie ends rather abruptly with a 

disturbing finish that raises many ques-

tions. Thankfully, our questions get an-

swered in the sequels Paranormal Activi-

ty 2 through 4. 

Image courtesy of rogerebert.com 

Image courtesy of theatlantic.com 

Image courtesy of sreenrant.com 
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Top Ten Halloween Movies Continued 

4. The Exorcist (1973) William Fried-

kin 

    The Exorcist is the ultimate 

classic of all demon movies. A movie 

actress’s daughter becomes ill, and 

she is desperately looking to cure her. 

Eventually, she realizes she needs the 

help of a priest rather than a doctor. 

The movie follows the little girl, Regan, 

as a demon possesses her, while the 

priest attempts to fight the demon in-

side. The Exorcist also teaches a good 

lesson for children: don’t play with Oui-

ja Boards. 

 

3. A Nightmare on Elm Street (1984) 

Wes Craven 

    The teenaged residents of Elm 

Street are having their dreams haunt-

ed by an odd character with long metal 

blades for nails. Only this guy doesn’t 

just stay in their dreams. After a string 

of bloody murders sure to satisfy your 

gore cravings, one heroine must be 

smart enough to defeat the evil spec-

ter, Freddy, or she may never be able 

to sleep again. In this film we see the 

debut of Johnny Depp as he poses in 

his 80’s style crop top. 

2. The Silence of the Lambs (1991) 

Jonathan Demme 

    Though this movie is classified 

more as a psychological thriller, it is 

sure to scare the wits out of you, which 

is perfect for any October night. A 

young FBI agent must track down a 

demented serial killer, who has been 

murdering women in order to wear 

their skin. With the help from the infa-

mous and now imprisoned cannibal, 

Dr. Hannibal Lector, Clarice Starling 

follows the killer into a hold-your-

breath climax. The sick minds of 

bloody serial killers in this movie will 

leave you disturbed and hoping you 

won’t be the next victim. 

1. The Shining (1980) Stanley Kubrick 

    Based on the equally brilliant 

novel by horror master Stephen King, 

The Shining follows a family of three 

as they stay in a supposedly empty 

hotel to keep watch over it throughout 

the winter. Only their young son Danny 

possesses the powers to understand 

that the hotel is haunted by evil ghosts, 

which are driving his father to the point 

of madness. The mother and son duo 

must attempt to survive the brutal win-

ter as their husband and father’s in-

sanity turns him into a maniac with an 

axe. This classic horror is sure to leave 

you frozen with fear. 

The REAL Halloween Nightmare... 

Cartoon by Samantha Carlson 

Image courtesy of Wikipedia.com 
Image courtesy of wfmt.com 

Image courtesy of blumhouse.com 
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“This Week I Learned….” 

By Nina Yang  

    Check out what students 

are learning in class this week: 

 

“…for the key of F, there is only one  

flat.” 

“…Thomas Jefferson created the 

kinetoscope.” 

“…how to properly analyze text.” 

“…there are seven articles in the 

Constitution.” 

“…”einhundert” in German means 

one-hundred.” 

“…how Isis affects Syria.” 

“…water translates to “wasser” in 

German.” 

“…how the political parties in Ameri-

ca were formed.” 

“…solving for the energy of a chemi-

cal reaction.” 

Jenn Roan, Sophomore 

“This week I learned that  the    

formula for  parables is                   

y = ax² +bx+c.” 

Image by Livescience.com 
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My Turn by Isabel Bailey 

   There are certain 
weekends that we have to 
be selective in planning for 
a Saturday night.  

We’re given a few options: go-
ing to get ice cream with a friend, attend-
ing a party, staying home to watch a 
movie, or doing something with the fami-
ly (…and of course on less exciting 
weekends sometimes our only option is 
staying home and taking care of our 
younger siblings). 

We size up our options to see 
which plan is best. Maybe we’re leaning 
towards going with a friend for ice 
cream, but know that we’ll see the pic-
tures of the party on social media the 
next day, making us regret skipping it. 
Maybe when we didn’t have tons of fun 
at ice cream and we look at the images 
of everyone else having a great time at 
the party, we think we’ve wasted the 
night.  

But were we meant to have the 
most spectacular time when getting ice 
cream? Do the great pictures at the par-
ty mean that every party should be great 
as well? 

    It all comes down to our expec-
tations. It’s easy, logical, and even fun, 
to expect a Saturday night to be happy; 
however, I wonder 
why so many of us 
always expect the 
best out of every mo-
ment. Take college, 
for example. So often 
I hear of students who 
aren’t happy with their 
first semester of fresh-
men year. Either their 
roommate is a piece 
of work, the classes 
are too big, they don’t 
feel completely com-
fortable in certain so-
cial situations, or the 
cafeteria food isn’t up 
to par.  

Are all these 
things supposed to 
just work out right 
away? Do we instantly 
become best friends 
with our roommate? 
It’s easy to hold high 
expectations, but when they’re not met, 
we crash quite quickly into despair. So 
where do these expectations come 
from? 

    Social media is a whirlwind of 
great-amazing-fantastic. Everyone’s 
portrayal of themselves is happy-
whether it’s a picture of them attending a 
baseball game, hanging out with a 
friend, celebrating mother’s day, or eat-
ing at a restaurant. When we view other 
people’s pictures and posts, we assume 
that they had as great a time as it looks 
like in the photo.   

So if we stayed home on a Sat-
urday night and read a book, having a 
relaxing time, we might feel as if we 
made some mistake by not attending the 
party we see on social media where it 
appears that people are having tons of 
fun. We begin to get the sense that eve-
rything should be great because social 
media makes it look like every situation 
is great all of the time-no one is showing 
the mental breakdown they had before 

the party, the boredom they might have 
felt in the second hour, or the slight 
stomach ache they had halfway through. 
  

Those things are all natural to 
have, but social media makes it seem 
like we’re not human—as if we don’t 
have feelings that aren’t always happy. It 
is easy to see how, through the influ-
ence of other peoples’ posts, we might 
begin to feel this sense of great expecta-
tions. 

    It comes down to the fact that 
life is fifty/fifty. Half of it is great- we ex-
perience love, joy, fun, laughter, and 
contentedness. But there will always be 
that other half that is not as great—there 
is sorrow, regret, mistakes, and cruel-
ness with which we have to deal.   

That is all normal and natural - 
both the joy and the sadness come to-
gether to allow us to feel. I am grateful 
for the laughs and joy I feel because I 
have felt sadness too. How could any of 
us know what happiness is if we haven’t 
experienced the opposite?  

Our emotions are real - they are 
our reactions and our thoughts. If we 
can trust our emotions and know that 
they will never be all happy or all sad, 
we can respect the differences of our 

moods and be 
grateful for the gift 
of our feelings.  

    Social me-
dia makes us for-
get that mix of feel-
ing that we are 
born to have. It is 
easy to believe 
that everyone’s 
lives are chipper 
and happy all the 
time as they post 
pictures of them-
selves smi ling and 
laughing, never of 
them frowning or 
crying.  

    That is not 
to say we shouldn’t 
post about the 
great times we are 
having and tell our 
friends, or that we 

shouldn’t believe our friends when they 
post a fun picture of them laughing at a 
party because things really can be fun. 
Rather, we should know that social me-
dia is subjective-that it is an online 
space void of anything to do with turmoil.  

This is helpful to know so that 
we don’t feel let down or shocked when 
eating ice cream with a friend wasn’t as 
great as we expected. We should look at 
college with the expectation that some 
things are going to be really fun, but 
some things are going to be hard or take 
time to get used to; and know that we 
may never get used to them. 

    The solution is to expect both—
but don’t be surprised if everything 
doesn’t work out the way you planned. 
We cannot plan how college will go, how 
we will feel at a party, what our mood 
Wednesday night might be—but we can 
know that we’ll feel something, whether 
it be sorrow or laughter—we can have 
great expectations for the unexpected-
ness of our feelings. 

Image by feedbooks.com 


