
The Selinsgrove Area School District treats threats of any type seriously and strives to assure the safety of all staff and 

students.  When a report or rumor of a threat is received, the building administration along with the district police 

investigate the threat.  The investigation includes determining and interviewing the individual who made the threat, any 

witnesses, and contacting the parent(s) of the individual making the threat.  This initial investigation will determine the 

type of threat made and if there is any immediate danger.   

A threat is an expression of intent to do harm or act out violently against someone or something. It may be spoken, 

written, or symbolic. Threats can be expressed directly or indirectly to the victim or to others, and threats may be 

explicit or implied. Many students who make a threat will not carry it out. Conversely, others who pose a real danger 

may not make an explicit threat.  A threat to harm others can be transient (i.e., expression of anger or frustration that 

can be quickly or easily resolved) or substantive (i.e., serious intent to harm others that involves a detailed plan and 

means): 

Examples of Transient Threats: 

• Non-genuine expression 

• Non-enduring intent to harm 

• Temporary feelings of anger 

• Tactic in argument 

• Intended as joke or figure of speech 

• Resolved on scene or in office (time-limited) 

• Ends with apology, retraction, or clarification 

Examples of Substantive Threats: 

• Specific and plausible details such as a specific victim, time, place, and method 

• Repeated over time or conveyed to differing individuals 

• Involves planning, substantial thought, or preparatory steps 

• Recruitment or involvement of accomplices 

• Invitation for an audience to observe threat being carried out 

• Physical evidence of intent to carry out threat (e.g., lists, drawings, written plan) 

Substantive threats can range from threating to beat someone up or hurt them, to kill, rape, inflict severe injury, or the 

use weapons. 

Once the type and validity of a threat is determined, the district follows standard protocol that includes notifying 

appropriate law enforcement, contacting the County District Attorney for possible charges against the individual, and 

issuing school disciplinary consequences.   

Individuals who have tips or information regarding possible threats should report that information.  If you perceive the 

information to be of an immediate danger or if it is after school hours, you should call the police immediately.  You can 

also use the Safe2Say tip hotline to make a report at www.safe2saypa.org.  Again, when the school is made aware of a 

possible threat it is investigated immediately.  If there is any credibility to a report, the school will act immediately to 

assure the safety of all staff and students and notification will go out.    

http://www.safe2saypa.org/

