
Frequently Asked Questions for the 2020-2021 School Year at SAMS: 

 

Q: What will my child’s in-person school day look like this year? 

A: Your child will begin the first day in homeroom, followed by a full, regular schedule 
with six periods in different classrooms. After the first day, your child will not go to 
homeroom but instead will go directly to period 1. Students must be present in class by 
9:25 a.m. 

 

Q: What will my child’s distance school day look like this year? 

A: Your student must sign-in through Sapphire by 9:30 a.m. in order for us to take 
attendance. However, your student will not always be following a synchronous schedule. 
This means that he/she will not need to sit at their computer for an entire school day’s 
worth of material. Instead, he/she may normally work at his/her own pace. Please do 
keep in mind, though, that teachers may sometimes ask for your child to participate in a 
synchronous activity. For these, your child will need to be online at a pre-specified time 
in order to participate in a group chat or other activity. There will also be opportunities 
for synchronous work and live groups. 

 

Q: Will in-person and distance learners be graded the same way and on the same 
scale? 

A: Yes. 

 

Q: Will in-person and distance learners be taught the same material? 

A: Yes. Both in-person and distance learners will utilize Google Classroom to access 
course material.  

 

Q: Will my child have a locker this year? 

A: No. To avoid crowding and bottle-necking in the locker areas, students will be 
allowed to carry their materials with them from class to class this year. 

 

Q: Will all the students be in the hallways at the same time during class changes? 

A: No. We have a staggered bell schedule this year. This means that sixth graders, 
seventh graders, and eighth graders will not be in the hallways at the same time. 
Instead, each will transition to classes separately. Additionally, students will go directly 



to their homerooms/1st period classes in the morning to avoid congregating in large 
groups. 

 

Q: Will students have to wear masks all day? 

A: Students must wear face coverings (masks, face shields, gaiters, etc.) when in transit 
(moving throughout the school), or whenever they cannot maintain six feet of social 
distancing. 

 

Q: Wait, so is my child never going to be able to take off the mask the entire day? 

A: No. In fact, due to reduced class sizes this year because of our distance learner 
population, many classrooms are spaced so that desks are six feet apart. In these cases, 
students will not have to wear masks unless they get up to move. Students will also not 
wear masks during lunch or in any situation where they can maintain six feet of social 
distancing.  

 

Q: What will lunch look like? 

A: Students will be socially distanced across four potential spaces: the cafeteria, the 
outdoor area, the hallways, and room A-103. In fair weather, we anticipate many 
students eating lunch outside.  

 

Q: If my student gets thirsty, can he/she use the water fountain? 

A: We will not be using the drinking fountains this year. For this reason, we have water 
bottle refill stations throughout the building. Students are encouraged to bring refillable 
water bottles to school this year.  

 

Q: What will the district do to avoid the spread of germs? 

A: Each individual child will receive a personalized, roll-on hand sanitizer. Our 
custodial team is working incredibly hard to sanitize common areas and classrooms, and 
will be cleaning in the morning, throughout the day, and in the evening.  

 

Q: Will the district do temperature checks? 

A: Yes. Homeroom/1st period teachers will do daily temperature checks of students.  

Q: What happens if school has to shut down? 



A: Our Flexible Learning Model accounts for this possibility. Because all students – 
both in-person and distance learners – will be receiving content through an online 
platform, there will be no break or deviation in instruction should a shutdown be 
necessitated.  

 

Q: My child lost his facemask at school. Will the school provide my child with a 
replacement? 

A: Yes. The district has facemasks and face shields available upon request.  

 

Q: I would prefer my child not wear a facemask may he/she wear a different face 
covering? 

A: Yes. Your child may wear a face mask, face shield, or gaiter.  

 

Q: My child is a sixth grader or is new to the district. Without an open house, I’m 
nervous that he/she won’t know where to go. Help! 

Q: We have posted on our website (seal-pa.org/schools/middle-6-8) a series of videos 
from each of your child’s teachers demonstrating the location of their classrooms. In 
addition, student leaders in tandem with our guidance counselors have created a virtual 
tour also available under the “Meet the Teachers” link on the website. Finally, our 
teachers and administrators are anticipating that students will need extra help this year 
in finding their classes. Caring adults will be posted throughout the building to ensure 
your kiddo finds his/her way on that all important first day! 

 

 

 


