
Seniors, 
Congratulations on achieving senior status and we hope that you have a great senior year.  We wanted to reach out to 
you and disseminate information about planning and preparing for life after Selinsgrove Area High School. Please keep in 
mind that you are responsible to track and make sure that you have achieved the necessary credits for graduation.  We 
are here to help you with this important detail.  Make sure that you have the courses necessary in your schedule for you 
to achieve your diploma. Don’t forget to work on achieving your Seals of Employability.  Hopefully your senior year is a 
springboard to some exciting and interesting decisions that you will make! 
If you are planning to attend college, here are some simple points to consider: 

1. Apply to the college before requesting a transcript.  Set a personal deadline to submit your applications by 
the end of October or before Thanksgiving vacation. 

2. Request your transcript through Parchment.  There is a link on the high school web page under Guidance (at 
the bottom of the page).  If you need your login code for Parchment, please contact Ms. Ritter, guidance 
secretary. 

3. You can apply to college in many different formats.  All colleges have their own online applications.  Some 
colleges use the SENDedu.org, common app and other platforms for students to complete applications. 

4. Please do your research for college applications.  Make sure you have at least visited the website and made 
contact with an admission counselor.  Most colleges assign admission counselors based on geographic 
region.  Due to the pandemic some colleges and universities are not allowing on campus visits.  However, 
some colleges offer Open Houses and In Person visits.  Do your research to determine what your prospective 
college offers.  The guidance office has a list of colleges and universities that will offer virtual meetings 
presented by admission counselors for our students.  Look for the schedule and updates as we receive them. 

5. Attached is an information form that can be used for teachers and counselors to write letters of 
recommendation for you.  Letters of recommendation are not required for all colleges and universities.  Do 
your research.  Counselors are willing to write letters of recommendation for you, but you must submit the 
completed attached form.  It is advised by the guidance department that you waive your FERPA right 
regarding your letter of recommendation.  This allows your recommender to be frank and candid when 
writing the letter of recommendation.  However, this is your choice. 

6. Begin looking at possible scholarship opportunities and financial aid.  Talk to your employer, parents, and 
organizations in the community about scholarships.  Some parent employers offer dependents 
scholarships.  Search the internet for scholarships by using free websites like FastWeb.com.  If you have to 
pay for scholarship applications, it is usually a scam.  Be aware of financial aid and scholarship scams! To be 
considered for federal and state grants and loans, students must create an FSA ID.  Visit 
StudentAid.gov/fsaid.  Most colleges require students to complete the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid).  Visit https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa to complete the FAFSA.  Parents and 
students can begin the application process October 1st.  Be aware of deadlines for all forms of scholarship 
and financial aid! 

7. Research the schools you are applying about the SAT.  Due to the pandemic, more colleges and universities 
are offering Test Optional Admission.  If this is the case, the institution will consider other factors for 
admission (grade point average, class rank, high school course rigor, letters of recommendation, essays, 
etc.).  If you do plan to take the SAT, please take SAT early in your senior year.  Registration for the SAT can 
be accessed on the Guidance web page or collegeboard.org .  The following dates are important for 
registration:   
Test Date                                     October 3                            November 7                       December 
5                March 13                             May 8                                    June 5 
Regular Registration              September 4                      October 7                            November 
5               February 12                        April 8                                   May 6 
Late Registration                     September 22                    October 22                          November 24             March 
2                               April 27                                 May 26 

If you are planning to attend a trade or technical school, here are some points to consider: 
1. Don’t wait until the last minute to apply for your program.  For some institutions, there are programs 

that  fill up quickly. 
2. Now is the time to begin researching and visiting technical schools online.  Make sure they have the 

major/program that want. 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


3. Begin looking at possible scholarship opportunities and financial aid.  Talk to your employer, parents, and 
organizations in the community about scholarships.  Some parent employers offer dependents 
scholarships.  Search the internet for scholarships by using free websites like FastWeb.com.  If you have to 
pay for scholarship applications, it is usually a scam.  Be aware of financial aid and scholarship scams! To be 
considered for federal and state grants and loans, students must create an FSA ID.  Visit 
StudentAid.gov/fsaid.  Most colleges require students to complete the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid).  Visit https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa to complete the FAFSA.  Parents and 
students can begin the application process October 1st.  Be aware of deadlines for all forms of scholarship 
and financial aid! 

If you are planning for full-time employment here are some points to consider: 
1. Consider a part-time job this year.  Part-time jobs turn into full-time jobs.   
2. Research salary, benefits and hours that would be part of the job. 
3. Visit the Pennsylvania Career Link at 225 Market Street, Sunbury 570-988-7346. 
4. Work on achieving your Seals of Employability.  Local employers welcome this credential. 

If you are planning to enlist in the military: 
1.  Take the ASVAB. 
2. See your local recruiter.  They visit the school one time per month during the lunch period. 
3. Make sure that you are committed to this lifestyle and are eligible for the military job you are interested in 

based on testing and availability. 
4.  

Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, the Guidance Office is focused on communicating information through email, the 
district web site, and phone.  We will make every attempt to respond to each email and phone call.  If necessary, we are 
also available for an in-person meeting where protocols of social distancing and face coverings will be used to ensure 
safety for everyone. 
 

Please respond to your counselor by September 30, 2020 with your plan 
for post-graduation. 
Answer the following questions: 

1. What colleges are your applying to? 
2. What is your major? 
3. If not applying to college, what is your plan? 

This information will help us assist you in achieving your educational and career goals. 
 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

