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Selinsgrove Area School District Community: 
 
The SASD hopes this notification finds you and yours enjoying a nice summer season.  It’s hard to 
believe it has been two months since the last day of school, yet we still have four weeks until the first 
student day of the 2021-2022 school year.  Over these next few weeks, you can expect a more continuous 
correspondence from the school district, consisting of traditional reminders and updates when applicable.  
Here are a few topics which we believe are of great interest to our students, parents, staff, and 
community.   

 
Approach to COVID Mitigation:  
 The hot-topic issue is that of masking/face coverings.  Our approach to health and safety for 

the 2021-2022 school year calls for masks/face coverings to be OPTIONAL for district 
operations.  We will continue to review CDC, PA DOH, and PDE guidance but know that when 
we have the ability to make local decisions, we will do so in respect to all evaluative measures 
available to us.  (In short, masks are optional.) 
*Currently, there is one exception to the optional status of masking/face coverings, and that 
is on school buses.  According to a public transportation order at the federal level (January 
29, 2021), masks are still required on school buses as a federal mandate.   

 
 The district will continue to employ mitigation efforts to enhance the safety of students and staff, 

with an ongoing analysis of national, state, and local trends to make decisions.  What this means 
is that we will still work together to enhance safety through various approaches to operations we 
had in place at the end the 2020-2021 school year.  Aspects of operations such as the student use 
of water bottles (instead of water fountains), maximizing space when possible, and an emphasis 
on handwashing and healthy habits are some examples of mitigation efforts which will continue 
at the start of the school year.  All operational expectations unique to last year will not be in 
place, however.  As we progress throughout the school year, we will continually evaluate our 
approaches so they remain applicable to our needs.    
 
*Contact tracing and associated quarantining are still an expectation in response to COVID-19 
cases.  Our processes have not changed as a result of this continued expectation from the PA 
DOH.  We continue to recommend students and staff stay home if they do not feel well. 
 

 
 The district does not desire to enter into the debate over vaccinations and the personal health-

related decisions of its students, staff, and community members.  We will continue to serve as a 
liaison striving to positively impact society’s health situation by providing information and 
appropriate guidance when applicable, while also advising individuals to have personal health 

http://www.seal-pa.org/


…providing quality education for lifelong learning 
 

discussions with their health care providers.  We do not anticipate district-initiated limitations 
based upon a person’s vaccination status at this time. 

 
Critical Race Theory: 
 The district has been asked about the swirling debates in society regarding Critical Race Theory.  

The Selinsgrove Area School District does not have a tangible requirement for CRT inclusion in 
our curricular offerings from the Pennsylvania Department of Education or the US Department of 
Education.  As a school district community, our approach is to focus on the curricular goals we 
already have established (which are always a challenge to accomplish in a school year) and 
cultural goals predicated upon the universally agreed upon concepts such as: hard-work, 
determination, respect, teamwork, importance of connecting with the district, etc.   We continue 
to focus on providing our students opportunities to develop skills associated with being able to 
evaluate situations while intentionally stopping short of telling our students how or what to think.  
We believe that our students should also develop and grow in conjunction with their family, 
closely connected support structures outside of school, and their respective faith.   

 
Educational Outlook for the 2021-2022 School Year: 
 The 21-22 school year will largely reflect a return to a pre-pandemic outlook for students’ 

educational options.  Students K-12 will be expected to attend in-person, with distance learning 
no longer being an option.  In unique situations, families can work with building-level 
administration to determine the applicability of the Selinsgrove Area School District’s Cyber 
Program.  National, state, and local data suggests that in-person learning is the most 
comprehensive way for students to develop academically and socially.  We look forward to 
seeing all our students back on campus. 

 
*There will not be a one-hour delay during the 2021-2022 school year.  Traditional arrival times for 
the district’s buildings are back in place.  See building-specific webpages for more details. 

 
 

As you know, education continues to be on the forefront of discussion and debate in society.  We ask that 
you continue to have confidence in our intentions to work with you to provide our community’s students 
the educational experience that we all desire.  The teamwork that our community displayed last year 
established a positive example for others to witness and refer to in and outside of the region.  Whatever 
unique challenges come our way, we have confidence that we will work together to keep Selinsgrove on 
the most positive path possible while maintaining a focus on our purpose - the students.  
 

 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Frank R. Jankowski 
 


