SELINSGROVE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS
MINUTES OF MEETING — MAY 12, 2025

The regular monthly meeting of the Selinsgrove Area School District’s Board of Directors was held on
Monday evening, May 12, 2025, at 7 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room of the Selinsgrove Area Middle
School, 359 Seals Avenue, Selinsgrove, PA 17870.

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by the President, Mr. David W. Hess.
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was recited by those in attendance.

A roll call indicated a quorum with the following members present: Mr. Christopher A. Aikey, Mr.
Michael A. Bingaman, Mr. David W. Hess, Mr. Chris J. Kenawell, Mr. Cory A. Naugle, Mr. Andrew V.
Paladino, Mr. Kenneth B. Teats, Jr., Mr. Eric L. Watkins, Dr. David M. Watto, and non-voting member,
Dr. Frank R. Jankowski, Superintendent.

Others present were: Mr. Zachary Appleman, Mr. Paul Bozella, Dr. Matthew Conrad, Mr. Erick
Decker, Mrs. Renee Frederick, Ms. Michelle Garman, Mr. Brian Parise, Mrs. Maggie Roberts, Mr.
Mike Sokoloski, Mr. Ryan Solomon, Mr. J. Michael Wiley, Esq., Ms. Claudia Beaver, Mr. Troy
Hickman, Mike Stebila, Mike Proger, Lori Proger, Mary Markle, Toni Niles, Raven Rudnitsky, Jared
Hoffman, Kim Rigel, Grant Pyers, Ellie Herman, Marvin Rudnitsky, Chandra Childress, Amy Caron,
Ashley Kolak, Addie Kolak, Arleigh Kolak, Andy Kolak, Amanda Kovaschetz, Sawyer Kovaschetz,
Isabel Clark, Nick Clark, Sydney Jordan, Kristy Jordan, Krista Falk, Mara Diehl, Jace Diehl, Chelsey
Pagana Davis, Kristin Volchansky, and Marcia Moore (Daily Item).

Consent Agenda:

Motion by Bingaman and seconded by Teats to approve minutes, reports, and bills lists, as presented.
(copies of reports and bills lists to be attached and made a part of the official minutes)

On roll call vote: 9 yes, 0 no, 0 absent
Announcements:

Mr. Hess announced that an Executive Session regarding personnel and legal matters was held prior
to the start of the meeting. He noted that the next regular monthly Board meeting is scheduled to be
held on Monday, June 9, 2025.

Opportunity for Public Comment:

The following individuals spoke in support of the Board approving a district swimming program: Addie
Kolak (Grade 8), Krista Falk (summer swim team Head Coach), Sydney Jordan (Grade 8), Isabel Clark
(Grade 8), Grant Pyers (Grade 8), and Amanda Kovaschetz (on behalf of Sawyer Kovaschetz (Grade 8).

Toni Niles addressed the Board to follow-up on an email that she had sent regarding committee meeting
minutes being made public. It was noted that this is not something that has been done in the past, but
Dr. Jankowski responded that we can begin to work on posting the minutes of committee meetings.

Marvin Rudnitsky addressed the Board regarding Board consideration of an AP Psychology Textbook.
He noted that he heard discussion throughout the community that some Board members disapprove of
the content, that it is unbalanced or not appropriate. Mr. Rudnitsky encouraged Board approval of the
textbook, stating that he believes everyone needs to be better educated about the diverse world that we
live in.



ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS

Superintendent

Dr. Jankowski introduced Rebecca Schaffer-Neitz, our district’'s 6-12 Career Readiness Counselor,
who addressed the Board regarding work-based learning for our students. She explained that work-
based learning opportunities are offered within the school community as well as in industry and work
environments throughout the valley. Students are placed in work that is connected to their anticipated
careers. Mrs. Schaffer-Neitz referred to a handout which lists additional information as well as names
of some of the businesses that have participated in WBL. (a copy of the brochure to be attached and
made a part of the official minutes)

Dr. Jankowski remarked that this is a culminating evening regarding the 2024-2025 school year.
Graduation is scheduled to be held on Thursday, May 29, 2025. He expressed thanks to the
community for their support for all that it takes to get our facilities, staff, and students through a school
year. It takes a lot, it takes a community, and Selinsgrove is a wonderful community. Dr. Jankowski
also expressed thanks to the staff for all of the enhancements to the school experience from an
extracurricular standpoint, and also in the classroom. As the Board considers approving agenda
items, remember that the theme of the evening is to work to enhance the student experience.

Business Manager

Mr. Sokoloski noted that the 2025-2026 final budget is listed on the agenda for consideration later in
the meeting. He explained that the budget includes a tax increase, which for the average
homeowner, would be an increase in taxes of approximately $33.00. Mr. Sokoloski also noted that
approval of the purchase of cafeteria tables and installation of a new freezer/refrigerator unit is also on
the agenda for consideration.

High School Principal

Dr. Conrad reported that May is a busy month for concerts including symphonic band, Honors choir,
mixed choir and cabaret. He acknowledged both Mason Dressler and Brady Crissinger, lacrosse
players, for making their 100" career goals. Dr. Conrad recognized Jack Peters for recently being
awarded as the runner-up in the High School American Chemical Society test for the Susquehanna
Valley. He noted that 195 students are currently being tracked to graduate. Dr. Conrad also reported
that the TSA team recently finished tenth in the state. He explained that this is quite an
accomplishment because they are competing against some much larger school districts in the
Philadelphia area.

Assistant Middle School Principal

Mrs. Roberts reported that a band concert will be held later in the week, and a chorus concert will be
held next week. She noted that members of the eighth-grade chorus will be performing at the May
23 Harrisburg Senators baseball game. Mrs. Roberts also reported that three sixth grade students
scored in the top 10% in a recent Math Olympiad, noting that approximately 15,000 students
participated in the competition.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Budget and Finance: No report.

Buildings and Grounds: No report.



Policy and Education: No report.

Extracurricular: Motion by Teats and seconded by Watkins to consider the recommendation of the
Administration to approve a girls’ volleyball program. (a copy of the proposal to be attached and
made a part of the official minutes)

On roll call vote: 9 yes, 0 no, 0 absent

Motion by Watto and seconded by Teats to consider the recommendation of the Administration to
approve a swimming program, pending site location being secured for holding practices and events.
(a copy of the proposal to be attached and made a part of the official minutes)

On roll call vote: 9 yes, 0 no, 0 absent

A round of applause was received by those in attendance. Mr. Hess took a moment to commend the
students that spoke earlier in the evening noting that he was very impressed with them.

Personnel/Meet and Discuss: Motion by Teats and seconded by Aikey to approve the following
personnel matters:

Staff Resignation: Kara Sensenig as Main Office Clerical Assistant at the High School,
effective April 29, 2025

Staff Elections: Isaac Varner as a Summer 2025 Technology Department Worker,
effective May 19, 2025, at the hourly rate of $12.50

Summer 2025 Custodial Workers — Cole Bell ($12/hr.), Crue Carter ($12.50/hr.),
Brentley Smith ($12/hr.), and Griffin Voss ($12/hr.)

2024-2025 District Volunteers — Dale Barge, Kevin Beaver, Katherine Grooms (pending
receipt of required paperwork), Kimberly Hall, Amber Hauck (pending receipt of required
paperwork), Kayla Hedricks, Nicole Lynn, Terra Maneth, Kaitlyn Nairns, Jaime
Namminga, Amanda Palmer, Florence Schrey, Kristie Stahl, Bethany Umholtz-Boyer,
Bryan Wendt (without salary, benefits, or expectation of any other compensation)

2025 Elementary School Summer Program Staff:
Teachers — Kanda Gabel, Tabbetha Vanhorn-Price, Lisa Nava

2025 Intermediate School Summer Program Staff:

Teachers — Christina Briggs, Teresa O’Brien, Joelle McEvoy, Kelsey Sands, Dana
Brandt, Shannon Walter

Paraprofessionals — Angela Steimling, Jennifer Ferry

2025 Middle School Summer Program Staff:
Teachers — Derek Hicks, Dan DiCola, Katie Spracklin, and Faithe Bastian

2025 High School Summer Program Staff:

English — Jesslyn Corman, Lyndsay McKinley, Julia Arnold, Jay Muller
Math — Stephanie Underhill

Career Prep/Personal Finance — Dan Frake, Bethanie Yevics, Mike Stebila
Science — Stephanie Weikel

Social Studies — Bill Switala




2025 ESY (Extended School Year) Staff:

Teachers — Jayme Beierschmitt, Jesslyn Corman, Lisa D’Urso, Katie Heintzelman, Anne
Parise, Mark Piermattei, Lindsey Ray, Cassidy Shay, Corynn Truckenmiller, Jeremy Walter
Paraprofessionals — Gina Agoglia, Tom Badman, Becky Geipel, Jamie Hepler, Karen Herman,
Lauri Hoke, Bobbie Klinger, Kristen Phillips, Noreen Robbins, Tammy Webster

2025 ESL Summer Program Staff:
Teacher - Tosha Varner

2025-2026 Volunteer Coach:
Boys’ Wrestling — Nathan Strunk (pending receipt of required paperwork)
(without salary, benefits, or expectation of any other compensation)

Substitute: Guest Teacher — Madison Klinger
On roll call vote: 9 yes, 0 no, 0 absent

Transportation: Motion by Paladino and seconded by Naugle to consider the request of the
Transportation Coordinator to approve Selena Rico as a driver for Rohrer Bus Service, and Angel
Ortiz Rodriguez for Adam Transportation, during the remainder of the 2024-2025 school year.

On roll call vote: 9 yes, 0 no, 0 absent
Technology: No report.

SUN Area Technical Institute Joint Operating Committee: Mr. Teats, Representative, reiterated
what Dr. Jankowski reported earlier that the Certificate Awards Ceremony is scheduled to be held on
Thursday, May 22" and that everyone is invited to attend. (a copy of the highlights of the April 17,
2025, meeting to be attached and made a part of the official minutes)

CSIU Board of Directors: Mr. Hess, representative, referred to the highlights of the meeting held on
April 16, 2025. (a copy of the highlights to be attached and made a part of the official minutes)

Mr. Hess referred the Board to the 2025 ballot for election of CSIU Directors and noted that he
recommends approval of the slate of candidates, as presented.

Motion by Teats and seconded by Watto to consider the recommendation to approve the slate of
candidates for the CSIU Board of Directors, as presented. (a copy of the ballot to be attached and
made a part of the official minutes)

The motion was unanimously carried.

PSBA: Mr. Aikey, Liaison, reported that he submitted his name and Mr. Hess’s to PSBA to serve as
the district’s liaisons at the 2025 PSBA Delegate Assembly’s annual association-wide business
meeting will take place on Tuesday, October 21, 2025. He also reported that PSBA officer
nominations are currently underway.



UNFINISHED BUSINESS

2025-2026 Final Budget:

Motion by Watto and seconded by Paladino to consider adoption of the Final 2025-2026 Budget with
expenditures of $53,169,007 and revenues of $51,032,979 and use of fund balance of $2,136,028. (a
copy of the budget to be attached and made a part of the official minutes)

On roll call vote: 7 yes, 2 no (Teats & Kenawell), 0 absent

2025-2026 Final Tax and Budget Resolution:

Motion by Aikey and seconded by Paladino to consider adoption of the 2025-2026 Final Tax and
Budget Resolution. (a copy of the resolution to be attached and made a part of the official minutes)

Mr. Teats asked for an explanation of exactly what the Board is voting on. Mr. Sokoloski responded
that the vote would be on approving the actual revenues and expenditures for the budget that was just
approved, but in a resolution format.

On roll call vote: 4 yes, 5 no (Watkins, Bingaman, Kenawell, Naugle, & Teats), 0 absent

Dr. Jankowski commented that, just to be clear, the Board voted to approve the budget but not for the
resolution to fund the budget. He questioned if the members were clear on what was done. Mr.
Watkins responded that they were not clear before. They had thought there were things in the
resolution, that were not in the budget. Mr. Kenawell commented that the Board needs to figure out
how to fund the budget, and in his opinion, not raise taxes. Discussion was held regarding using
additional unassigned excess funds.

2025-2026 Homestead and Farmstead Exclusion Resolution:

Motion by Watto and seconded by Teats to consider tabling adoption of the 2025-2026 Homestead
and Farmstead Exclusion Resolution. (a copy of the resolution to be attached and made a part of the
official minutes)

The motion was unanimously carried.

Purchase of Baseball Batting Cage:

Motion by Paladino and seconded by Kenawell to consider approving the purchase of a Tuff Pro 70’
Double Batting Cage for Baseball from On Deck Sports at a cost of $23,799.00 using Capital Reserve
Funds. (a copy of the bid results to be attached and made a part of the official minutes)

On roll call vote: 8 yes, 1 no (Aikey), 0 absent

Purchase of Softball Batting Cage:

Motion by Watkins and seconded by Kenawell to consider approving the purchase of a Tuff Pro 55’

Batting Cage for Softball from On Deck Sports at a cost of $23,799.00 using Capital Reserve Funds.
(a copy of the bid results to be attached and made a part of the official minutes)



Mr. Aikey commented that he doesn’t understand how the Board is not approving raising taxes and
bringing in more income but are approving to put more money out.

Mr. Kenawell commented that he has trouble raising taxes when we have $11 million on the side just
to create facilities.

On roll call vote: 8 yes, 1 no (Aikey), 0 absent

NEW BUSINESS

Business Matters:

Motion by Teats and seconded by Watto to consider the recommendation of the Business Manager to
accept the lowest bid for High School Cafeteria tables from Educational Furniture Solutions, LLC, in
the amount of $44,974.68 to be paid for with Food Service funds. (a copy of the bid results to be
attached and made a part of the official minutes)

On roll call vote: 9 yes, 0 no, 0 absent

Motion by Teats and seconded by Paladino to consider the recommendation of the Business Manager
to accept the quotation for the installation of a new Freezer/Refrigerator unit at the Middle School from
Braim’s Refrigeration & Air Conditioning in the amount of $130,000.00 to be paid for with Food
Service funds. (a copy of the quotation to be attached and made a part of the official minutes)

On roll call vote: 9 yes, 0 no, 0 absent

High School Ag Program Advisory Committee Members:

Motion by Watto and seconded by Paladino to consider the recommendation of the Assistant
Superintendent to approve the members of the High School’s Agricultural Program’s Advisory
Committee. (a copy of the list of members to be attached and made a part of the official minutes)

On roll call vote: 9 yes, 0 no, 0 absent

Graduating Senior:

Motion by Bingaman and seconded by Aikey to consider the recommendation of the High School
Principal to approve student #11965 as a 2025 graduate due to completion of all graduation
requirements and meeting the standards for early graduation as outlined in Board

Policy No. 217.

On roll call vote: 9 yes, 0 no, 0 absent

Proposed List of Graduating Seniors:

Motion by Teats and seconded by Watkins to consider approving the list of graduating seniors for the
Class of 2025, pending satisfactory completion of all graduation requirements. (a copy of the list to be

attached and made a part of the official minutes)

The motion was unanimously carried.



District Equity Plan:

Motion by Aikey and seconded by Teats to consider the recommendation of the Assistant
Superintendent to approve the District Equity Plan as required for Federal Programs. Equity plans are
intended to ensure that all students, especially those receiving Title | support, have fair access to
experienced teachers, quality instruction, and supports. (a copy of the plan to be attached and made
a part of the official minutes)

The motion was unanimously carried.

Eastern University Agreement:

Motion by Bingaman and seconded by Teats to consider the recommendation of the Assistant
Superintendent to approve entering into a student teaching agreement with Eastern University,
effective June 1, 2025. (a copy of the agreement to be attached and made a part of the official
minutes)

The motion was unanimously carried.

Independent Study Proposals:

Motion by Watkins and seconded by Aikey to consider the request of the High School Principal to
approve two Independent Study Proposals for student #12072. (a copy of the proposals to be
attached and made a part of the official minutes)

The motion was unanimously carried.

Textbook Approval — Algebra 2:

Motion by Teats and seconded by Bingaman to consider the recommendation of the Assistant
Superintendent and High School Principal to approve the textbook Algebra 2, Concepts &
Connections, Copyright 2025.

On roll call vote: 9 yes, 0 no, 0 absent

Textbook Approval — AP Calculus:

Motion by Paladino and seconded by Teats to consider the recommendation of the Assistant
Superintendent and High School Principal to approve the textbook Calculus for the AP Course,
4th edition.

On roll call vote: 9 yes, 0 no, 0 absent

Textbook Approval — AP Psychology:

Motion by Teats and seconded by Paladino to consider the recommendation of the Assistant

Superintendent and High School Principal to approve the textbook Myers' Psychology for the AP
Course, 4th edition.



Mary Markle questioned if the textbook stands on its own or if there are supplements? Dr. Jankowski
responded that the textbook is the main resource, and the instructor may also incorporate additional
resources, as well as the Director of Curriculum and High School Principal. He added that any
resources that are selected for any courses, including AP Psychology, would need to be vetted
professionally.

Mr. Teats remarked that this AP Psychology stuff got carried way beyond where it needed to. We like
to keep things as neutral as we can, to avoid a split in the community, such as what has occurred in
the past. Parents need to be made aware that there may be some controversial issues. The attempt
was to try and maintain a neutrality between everybody and not get into this community outcry. He
believes that the Board has come to a very acceptable solution. Another falsehood that was
presented was the elimination of AP courses, which is not the case. Mr. Watkins remarked that the
community did a great job of presenting their opinions at last month’s Board meeting, The students
did an incredible job of standing up and speaking their minds. A school’s job is to educate, not
promote. So regardless of belief and personal opinion on the topic, the fact remains that the textbook
took a position on a topic that has different positions. We have agreed on something that is going to
encourage and promote honest and civil discussion in a classroom setting on what is a very divisive
topic. Dr. Watto remarked that he is in agreement with what Mr. Watkins stated. He commented that
he is in favor of providing an opportunity for educational balance regarding genetics and behavioral
connections.

On roll call vote: 9 yes, 0 no, 0 absent
Board Discussion:

Mike Wiley commented that he is very happy that the district has approved a swimming team. He
remarked that he graduated from Selinsgrove 40 years ago and swam unattached through the YMCA.

Adjournment:
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Claudia A. Beaver
Recording Secretary
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